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A 
REMONS TRANCE 
CONCERNING THE 


PRESENT TROVBLES FROM 


the meeting of the Esrartzs of the 
Kingdome of Scorran np, 
cAprill 16, unto the Parlia- 


mentof' ENGLAND,6 


Ki H E N. we look unto the Re- 
YAY SL cords of the ages paſt, to find out 
WA. the greateſt letings that God 
JA hath beſtowed on this I L E. 
L $ wherein wee live , we cannot but 
acknowledge , that next to the 

g Chriſtian Faith , the Vnion of - 
the two Kingdomes , under one 
Head , doth by many degrees excecd all other that 
fallia the reckoning. Many practiſes and policies 
were ſet a-foot by our Princes of old , to haſten this 
work : but all in vain did the plots of men ſtrive to 
cr5ſle or prevent the counſell of God , who had re- 

lerved for usand our fathers that ſingular happines, 

toſce that Vnion begun neither by a breach of faith, 
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(2) 
nor by bloud; but as the gift of God , to fall in our 


hands by the ordinary gate which the Princes right 
ſets openunto all , andthe generall and common in- 
tereſt of both Nations, did heartily recciue and em- 
brace.. With what ſucceſſe this Vnion hath begun 
and continucd to this day , the peace and plenty wee 
haue cnjoycdall this time,can witneſle in part, whiles 
all the reſt of Exrope almoſt , round about us, hath 
been a field of bloud and deſolation, What appre- 
hcnſion the enemies of ourReligion hadat our peace- 
able conjur.tion, and with what cye of jcaloulie the 
r.e:ohbour Statcs did look upon us, and cnyy our hap - 
incs, the Hiſtoric of theſe times can bcare record: 
= for the preſent, in regard of what hath paſſed 
theſe many years bygone , and what we preſently feel 
and fear, we may truely confeſſe to our own guilt and 
orcat dishono:r, that neither Scotland nor England 
unto this day hath rightly underſtood or made uſe of 
this rare bleſſing of heaven, for increaſing their reſpe& 
abroad, or ſecuring their own ſafetic at home; neither 
hauc the reformed Churches found that comfort 
and rclicf which they did expect from us in the day of 
their diſtreſſe, but on the contrary wee haue been 
made, even againſt our wills, abroken recd,arocke of 
offence, and a shipwrack unto all that haue ſought 
unto us for shelter trom th: ſtorme, and to our ſclves 
thc one Nation againſt the other , a rod of corrc&tion 
ard Jealouſic, inthe hands of a few wicked and un- 
godly men, men of ſeparation, who divide the = 
from his pcople, and the people from their King ; an 
who raiſc up bicthren againſt brethren , that they in 
the end might prey and make havock of all. Amongſt 
many that Izzue beenc authors of theſe evils under 


which 


- 
[ _ L_ —_ —_ P 


(3) 


which the two Kingdomes haue for a long time 
oroancd,and belike muſt cither now or never be dif. 
Purthened , none deſctuc lo juſtly to bee challeng ed 
in the firſt place as ſome amongſt you who call them- 
ſ-luzs Churchmen, but haue left their ſtation to be- 
come ignorant and unhappy Stateſmen , who haue 
made the Church and che Tenets thereof , an inſtru- 
ment of bondage to the ſubject, of libertic tot hem- 
' ſelues, and of unjuſt uſurpation to the Prince , whom 
wee had rcaſon to feare long agoc, by your ex- 
ample, and whom we find named as the chief inſt 11- 
ment and obje@ of your juſt fcarces of the change of 
Religion and government of Eſtate in the Kingdome 
of Enzland, in that grauc and ſolemne Remonſtrance 
| that was made not many ycares agoc, by the houſe of 
Commons to the Kings Majeſtic , if that had ſtopped 
them any way , your pulpits and pamphlets can beare 
 witnes for them and the reſt of their cue ſince that 
time, ycahow conſtant they are to theſe wretched 
ends , thcir attempts upon us , and that deep plot of 
obtruding the ſecdes of all Popish ſuperſtition and ty- 
' rannie, upon our Kirk, in the bookes of Common 
Prayer, and Canons , will be a ſtrong cvidence for 
them how much they haue deſerved of Rome , to 
make that Kirk which had departed fartheſt from 
her,to be firſt inthe return,and ey emplar unto others 
and how much more they may yect deſeruc of them, 
and all the enemies of thoſe two Kingdomes, if they 
offer for a ſacrifice ina bloudie Warre, the Religion 
and Libc1tics of boththe Nations , to appeaſe the 
furic of their preſent diſappointment,and prevent the 
Shame of their deſerved fall. | 
Certainly the poſterity will hardly belceue ( as 
_ Po _ we 
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hath come to paſſe , that the Subjects of Scotland, 
(whoſe Union with England this day is knowne to 


be of greater force , for her aſſurance at home , and 
ſtrength abroad , thanall the alliances, praiſes , po- * 


licies , conqueſts your Princes have made fromthe 


wee who have ſeen it cannot but wonder) how it # 


beginning ) should have ſo long petitioned their na- . 


tive Prince reſiding amoneſt you to do them TIuſtice, 


whereof he is debtor to his people , and to hear their _ 


juſt complaints againſt the uſurpation of a few men, 
who were undermyning the profeſſed Religion and 
government of the State , and to ſuffer them to live 
according to their Lawes , and yet could never bee 


heard nor anſwered inthe point of their juſt ma 


far leſſe will they gueſſe what hath been the grou 


of that merit andtruſt of one dominecring Prelat in 


the affection of the Prince, that irshould be more for- 


cible to diflwadc, than all the ſupplications and inter«, 


ceſſions of ſo ancient and faithtull a Nation , who + 
moneſt all the Kingdomes of Europe have longeſt 
continued and maintained in one Line the honour of 
the Royall Crowne , together with the preſervation 
of their own Liberties, should have power to moove, 
Truly for our ſelves when we call to mind what cow- 
rage and conſtancie God hath given unto us ſince 
the beginning of theſe Troubles , to ſtand for the 
maintenance of our Religion and Liberties , that wee 


have not ſuffered our {elves to be drawne headlo 


unto the ſervitude of fouls and bodies , from whid ' 


there had been no hope of Libertic for us or our po 
ſteritic , and which in regard of our conjunction with 
you under one King,had been a violent prejudice,and 
of dangerous conſequence for your Liberties wha 

| they 
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they cometo bee queſtioned in their own time and 
place,and on the other part when we remember whar 
ſtrange and violent wayes were taken by our adver- 
faries to keep from the Eng/i4h nation the knowledge 
of our affaires , and what unjuſt and falſe aſpcrſions 
were laid upon all our actions and intentions , to pro- 
voke you to be aftors of that revenge that was deter- 
mined againſt us by the inſolent advice of ſuch , who 
now governe his Majeſties Counſels , and fett le their 
own ill acquired greatnes by the oppreſſion of his 0- 
bedient Subjects in their Religion and Liberties in 
both Kingdomes , we cannot but bleſſe God who ar- 
med us with an invincible patience and reſolution 
to eſchew for our part, to theuttermoſt of our power 
any Nationall breach : For yee may remember when 
contrary to our expeRtation,his Majeſty by all the evil 
counſell of thoſe men, did march towards us with an 
Armie, we neglected all courſes which might advance 
our humane ſafetie , rather than ſtart from any jot of 
our obedience, or give any {ceming diſtaſte to our 
dear brethren of Eng/and , and rather adventured the 
ruine of our own Contrey , than indangered theirs: 
Yeafurther , when we did with horrour and amaze- 
ment hear thoſe unexampled Proclamations given 
out againſt a wholc Nation , who were never tainted 
with the leaſt thought of diſobedience to their Prince 
his juſt commands , according tothe rule of their 


. Lawes, Notwithſtanding of this great provocation, 


there was nothing to be heard amongſt us but vowes 
tor his Majcſtics proſperitie, and hearty deſires from 
all to ſpend their bloud for the encreaſe of his eſtate, 
and ſervice of his Crown, and who abhorred than to 
ve reduced to that extremitie , as to atme __— 
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(6) 
for their own defence & prelervation. Jt will ſcarce2F 
ly be beleeved by Strangers, by what means two Na. # 
tions ſo near together, and fo ſtraitly tyed in all the 
bonds of goodwill and mutuall reſpe& , Where there. 
was ſo little cauſe of eſpouſing theſe quarrells, wher- 
innone ofthe Nations were concerned or wronged . 


by the other in their own proper rights , should bee 
brought to ſuch a poſture, and nearſo dangerousa 
pture , that would not been ealily (to ſay no more) 
pecccd up again in our dayes , but it was the work of 
God,and it should be wondertull in our eyes, who in 


the carriage of all this great buſines , hath made wh 


ſtoppandlett, caſten in by the adverſary , a ſtep of a 
vancement, to the furthering of his cauſe , as is well 


known and acknowledged by all whom G O D ha th 


honoured to be the leaſt inſtruments in this work, 
whoalſo made this a ſingular meane to teſtifie our 


loyaltic, andthe ſinccritic ef our hearts , where wee 
preſented our humble and juſt deſires unto his Maje: 


{tie,and for the honour of the cauſe which wee main- 
tain andthe tender regard to the credit of our own 
Prince (although then armed againſt his own peo 
ple) and for the brothetly rcſpect unto the Nobilitie, 


and others of our neighbour Nation , intending no 


thing,we belceve , bat to follow the King , although 
rcallic ſatiſfying the ambition and F loud-thirſting re 
ven2c ofa miſcrable Prelat, We laboured in the trex 


. D . . - . 
tic to give all ſatisfaction on our part that could bere- 


quired of moſt loyall Subjes , and ſenſible of ow 
Kings honour (our enemies being judges) eventi 
our own apparant diſadyantage , tor we deliverel 
all places into his Majeſties hands , which wer 
deſired , in rteſtemonic of our obedience , anl 


althoug 


(7) 
although they might have been in onr hands 3 
pledges of aſſurance for performance of theſe ar* 
ticles that were agreedto be grantedin the follow - 
ins Aſſembly, and Parliament; and now contrarie 
- to our expeRation are turned for engines of ter- 
rour , and fetters of ſlaverie to frnſtrate us from 
obtayning the benefit of that capitulation, Not- 
| vithRanding of all breach of promiſe we cannot but 
proſeſſe according to our tender reſpect to our 
Prince , wherein we are inwardly ous tor the dif- 
honour that is done to his Majeſty by the bad inſtmi- 
- . ments thatare abouthim , that neither we were then 
, over - reached , nor do we yet repent upon our part 
for that great truſt and confidenc we repoſed upon his 
his Majeſtie, for we did then remember that we were 
dealing with our Prince , with whom as we $should 
not ſtrwue for appurtenances, when the maine was 
granted, ſo we might reſt aſſured, that ifhee could 
not be brought in his owne minde to judge aright 
how farre he had been miſled againſt us his owne 
people, who had given ſuch an ample teſtimonie 
of our truſt, and of the intereſt wee should haue 
in his favour aboue alt other , but ſtill continue to 
f purſue any advantages to our prejudices : wee did 
I 
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not otherwiſe think but when ever he had a minde 
to breake, he could never want ill grounded pre- 
tences to alledge againſt us; and it was fitteſt for 
us rather to hazard the diſadvantage , and commit 
the ſucceſſe to God what ever prejudice wee should 
ſuffer ; for if the wordof a King which should be 
the oracle of truth to his people , andthe faith of 
promiſes and contracts under hand andſcale, which 
1s the ground - work of __ inall humane ſocicty, 
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and is ſacred and inviolable amongſt Infidels 
Turks , may not juſtly chailengetor us the perfoy 
mance of the articles of the treatic upon his Majg. 


ſtics part, then may we truly think that — 
eq 


could haue framed or delircd than , would have 
for our ſafety of any avail unto us , as nothing 
had done us good or {uccecded according to on 
mindc in all theſe things we haue condeſccnded up 
to (whercunto we were not oblidged by any duy 
or reſpc& whatſocver, otherwiſe then that we migh 
not be defrauded of the tull and reall performanq 
of the articles of agreement ) but on the contrary 
it doth cvider:tly appearc by all that hath paſt, tha 
there hath been no dcfire nor meaning of peace iu 
the hcartes and mindes of our adverſaries unto thy 
day ; for allthe buſincſſe of the cupitulation hath i 
been taken by them as a cloak to cover their more « 
cunning and craftic deſ:gnes , hoping thereby tq.. ( 
weaken us in time by their wicked policie > whom' 1 

c 
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thcy could not then overcome by open foice : ma 

king us a show to Aiflolue all forces on cithcr fide 

that they might lay the foundation of a more dure. 1 
able warre , by {tting ſtrong Garriſons on the Bor- 1 
der , recciving the ſtrong holds of the Kingdome: « 
to bec keeped after tht condition they were in be. * 
f.vcc thele troubles began , and preſently preparing ! 
them tor neſts of violence to the chiefe partes df | 
the Kirgdome : Calling forth by his Majeſtics let « 
ters a great number of cur chicte men under wet | 
p:r.tenccs of buſincſle ( whenall the matters of the* 
ticaty had been ended with a few of that number) : 
unto Barwick, and when ſome ot them came . keep 
1g matters 1n the clouds untill the reſt were come, | 


and 
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| andſending them back again like tales to bring in 
* their fellows , and when this did not hold , Ja ing 
than plots deep anda farre oft to entrap ſome of our 
principall men, as God hath wonderfully diſcovered 
ſince, and will more and more to the confuſion of 
theſe who have been authors and abetters to ſuch 
 baſcaſſalinates. And which hath been the maſter- 
, piecc of their ſubtill device : ſuffering the Aſſembly 
| to goon and determine all matters of the Kirk that 
t had been in queſtion, The Commiſſioner in the 
2 Kings name conlenting to all the acts that paſſed, Pro- 
x. miſing alſo to ratifie them all in the Parliament that 
2 was preſently to follow , plotting hereby that what 
u 'they gave with the onc hand , they would take away 
w with the other , for this ſeeming of ſctling matters 
t inthe Aſſembly , and withholding the civill ſanion 
tr ofthe Parliament for their being and exiſtance in the 
to. Common-wealth , as it would make them reallie of 
m no cftcc, foitdid goin a colour and pretext to thar 
1+ deſignc they did moſt intend : that the next rupture, 
<& to which they were preparing , should not bee for 
re wattets of Religion which were all ſetledin the AC. 
or: ſcmbly , as they did alledge , but for other civill 
me- difterences in the Common-wealth , and truly inall 
De appcarance the matters of the Kirk were ſctled in 
that Aſſembly , with the conſent of the Commiſ- 
of fioner , but that wiſe men began to doubt of the fin- 
Iat- Cclitic of the work , when they found him by his af- 
a4 ter-declarations and explanations digging a poſterne 
thee to elcape and make way , for his after denyall of 
r) Whathad been concluded, Andin theſe tcarms the 
-p Partamant did begin , and hath continucd not to ſer- 
ne, Fic the affairs of the Kirk as was promiſed , and 
11. B 2 Was 


[10] 
was certainly expeed by us : but to bring inaprg. 
cedent of ſervitude (which neither we nor our f 
thers were acquainted with) and ſo it hath been bm. 
ken off and adjourned , by his Majeſties own authg, 


ly againſt the laws and practiſes of this Kingdom, 
and contrary to the articles of agreement : Anda, 
though our predeceſſours took another courſe , ya 
we came onely with {upplications and prayers , an 
to shew our invincible obedience unto his Majeſtic 
ſent up our Commiſſioners to London, who werers 
zeed, and never ſeennorheard , and yet hoping 
with this unexampled patience to overcome the my 


lice of our adverſaries , we ſendup again our Com 


miſſioners with propoſitions that wereſo juſt as th 
they contained nothing but what was before grantel 
unto us , under his Majeſties hand and ſeal , ng 
could receive any denyall from a pious and jul 
Prince , as being all comprehended in this. Am 
which had been the ſumme and ſubje& of all on 
ſupplications , proteſtations , informations , declare 
tions, fromthe bc ginning , namely , that the fund 
mentall laws of the Kingdome , which had been vie: 
larcd , andthe Religion which was manifeſtly in 
fringed , might in a free Aſſembly and Parliamer 
be again confirmed, and the unworthy authoursk 
ally queſtioned , and which had been more expre 
y ſet down in the articles of pacification , thatz 
there according tothe tenor of the articles of agret 
ment , all matters c1vill were tobe judged by Pax 
liaments , and all Eccleſiaſticall matters by the a 
ſemblies, of the Kitk : Ardthatas the Aſſembly pro 
miſed by his Majeſtie had been granted and had cor 


clude 
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ritie, without conſent of the Eſtates, which is dire. 
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cluded the differences of the Kirk , ſo his Majeſtie 
would not delay or deny the concluſion of the Par- 
liamen, for nifhing the acts of this Aſſembly , and 
ſettling other differences of the Common-wealth, as 
was fully agreed in that treatie at the Kings camp, 
et theſe propoſitions and deſires being ſo neceſſa- 
rieand vitall unto this Kingdome could finde no ac- 
ceſſe uno the ears of the gracious King -, by reaſon 
of the powerfull diverſion of the Archbishop of Car- 
terburie, and Deputie of Ireland, who (ſtrengthened 
with the high and mightie faQtion of Papiſts near 
his Majeſtie ) onely ſide in all matters of ſpiritu- 
all and temporall affairs , and makes the neceſſity of 
their ſervice to his Majeſtie appear in being the on- 
ly fir inſtruments (under the pretext of vindicating 
his Majeſties honour) to oppreſle both the juſt liber- 
tics of his free Subjects , and the true reformed Reli- 
gionin all his Kingdomes. In which devilishdeſigne, 
we have great cauſe to ſay they are far advanced if 
the granting of a tree Aflembly and Parliament to 
us at this time , whichhath bcen the ground of all 
our juſt deſires from the beginning , and the conc]u- 
ſ1on of the treatic this laſt year , as the onely mean to 
cure all the evills of Kirk and State , and ſettle 
the peace and welfare of both Kingdomes Prove 
in the end,as it appeareth this day , like the Councel 
of Trent to the Chriſtian Kirk , which was appointed 
tor reforming , the abuſe there of , yetthroughthe 
ambition and covetouſneſſe of Kirk-men , andthe 
miſerable jealouſies of the Princes ofthe time , wÞ 
minded more their private end and intereſt ther oa 
cauſe of Chriſt and his Kirk , was found in eff ; = 
active engine and inſtrument to eſtablisþ 4CCT NC 
REY mos _ . and ſettle 
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(12) 
| the tyrannic ofthe Pope and his Clergie -: wherefore ' 
[ the greater and more lively are our apprehenſions of 1 
| danger at this time , that all theſe crooked and crofle 
If plots, interchecking one another , in denyinga Par. | 
{ | liament to us , where it was promiſed upon the ho. | 
{8 nour of a King, , and for the {lafctic of two ſuch rati- [ 
1 ons ; in granting it unto you , where it was not ex- 
pcc&cd, tor the reaſons that all wiſe men cannot but 
i remember , and inforcing one upon Feland , where 
norec1s deſired: Givingout commiſhions to deſtroy us 
betore we can apprehend any other or new guilti- 
neſle, but that we have bcen conſtant ſuters for the 
coacluſion of the P:rliament , and the fufillling of 
the articles of the treatic , raiſing our Parliament 
contrary to the laws, and the expreſle articles of the 
agrcement ; inforcing Garifſons upon us , that they 
might forceusto a neceſlary denyall of fuch unrea- 
ſonable demards , and toa neccflity to provide for 
f our ſelves : that all theſe , we know . are done and 
| deviſcd to pick aquarre] , and to be the ground of a 
falſe and a wyre-drawn remonſtrance againſt us, 
and now by the particular inſtigation of theſe men 
we named before , a mightic armic is preparing , and 
an utter ruine thicatned to our Religion and coun- ' 
trey.Leſtin r. gard of theſe premillcs, our ſilence in fo 
n-ceflary a time should argue ancgled of our duty to 
Godand our King , the ſafety and honour of our 
Countrey , the peace and weltare of both the Nati- 
ons , what ſo neeily trenches to the prejudice and ha- 
 rdof ll thcſe,cannot be longer torborne: There- 
& YL we profeſle before the Chriſtian world , and to 
'"* »brethrenin Ezz/ard, clpecially the repreſen- 
'- of the Kingdome , now happily convet- 
ned 
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ned in both the Houſes of Parliament, whom it moſt 
concernes » that wee cannot otherwiſe judge and c- 
ſtecm.,burt that all theſe Counſels that have been given 
of late by theſe intemperat Counſellors , who dirc& 
k the courſe of all affaires , do not onely proceed from 
ſuch perſons as to ſerve their own ends under colour 
of advancing Þ1s Majeſtics prerogative , doe weaken 
Royall power , and bring the Kingdomes unto confu- 
ſion , but that they truly are fiſt hammered in Spain 
andin the (Cor /ave , and pur into the hand of their 
cunning artiſans among you , who have ever been a 
vipcrous brood , which with tooth and naile , have aſ- 
ſaycd to rent the bowels of their own .mother , yea 
who never ſooner learned to obey thcRomanChurch 
as their mother , but aſloone they acknowledgcd the 
Catholick King for their father , and their own King 
for an uſurper , it they think him to bc an Heretick : 
Sothat we are perſwadcd that neither the invincible 
Armado of the cighty eight , nor the Gun-powder 
plot , nor any other Royall Navie from thence, like 
unto that which came the other yearupon your coaſt, 
(the which yee had the more reaſon to ſuſpect that it | 
came ſo unlooked for andat fo unſcaſnnable atimc) | 
needs tobe attempted any moretor the ruine of this 
Ile, butoncly thu they be carefull (as we doubt not 
> they are ) that the fire of this civil warre which 
hath bcen fo long {moaking may bee once kindled, 
and that tacy be ready under-hand to adde fewel: to 
thc flame , wherein they will notbe wanting , cſpe- 
cially where cvery thing 1s ſo near that can furnich 
matter , and all is tar off that can hclp to extirgui-h 
the ſame . when it is once bcgunne , yea , whichis 
woulefor us all , whenit isapparant , that it cannot 
= - 
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be ſetled without great hazard euen of them that: 1 


may ſeem to overcome in the end : And although 
that we may iuſtly ſuſpect that this calling of you to- 
octher at this time by their ſuggeſtion, who have" | 
raiſed this fire of civil diſcord in this famous Ifle' | 
without your conſent or advice , bee rather to per-. 
{wade you to bring oyle then water to quench the 
flame , ſo that ir Be heat of theſe broyles you may. 
be induced to contribute to the overthrow of your 
beſt friends , while they avenge themſelves of their 
enemies : Notwithſtanding of this , we hope that ir: 
will not be diſpleafanr unto all good men in theſe 
honourable aſſemblies of both houſes , that we with. 
oreat joy of heart and freedome of ſpirit profeſſe and 
declare, as we do this day , that all- our obligations 
and mutuall aſſurances of love and brotherly kind- 
neſſeareſo nearly twiſted and joyned together with 
you itall ductics toward God and man , Prince and: 
people, that we cannot but have the ſame friends and. 
foes, cither in the defence of our common ſafety a- 
eiinſt forraigne foes , or inthe maintenance of our 
ſeveral] rights againſt inward and homebred un- 
derminers who are more dangerous , except wee" 
would depart from the onely firme rule of our own 
ſafety and preſervation. And therefore fince in re- 
oard of the ſituation of this whole Ifle , and the Vni- 
on under one Head, we are all,as it were, one houſe, . 
if it fall we $hall be all buried in the ruines , wee are 
all imbarqued in one ship , if it perish or ſplit upon 
the rocks of diviſion, hardly can we eſcape : Suffer 
us to rejoyce with you in the midſt of this ſtorme, 
for this firſt ſunne-shine of comfort and good hope” 
that we ſee you who are the true Pilots , brought w 
ne * 
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thehelme : And give us leave to conjure you for 
the intereſt we have in the common adyenture of 
theſe rich goods, our peace, ourlibertics , our Reli- 
gion » which are all in one hold , that ye abandon not 
theship ofthe Common-wealth in this tempeſt, al- 
though it did bclong to you to haye been called 
when the ſcalon was more calme, and yet letitbe the 
true ground of your comfort and encouragment, that 
when the skie was clcar , you have forewarned our 
orcat Miſter , of the clouds that were gathc1ing , and 
although the wiades were inviſible then to moſt, yet 
to many of your houſe of Commons, and others al- 
ſo of all ranks : they that did blow then to gather 
theſe clouds together , were well known, and from 
what coaſt they came, and many humble deſircs and 
carncſt ſutes have becn made by you to his gracious 
Majeſtic , that he would not abandon his own and the 
Kingdomes ſafcty, unto the pleaſure of men in a voy- 
age full of dangerous and fearfull ſtraits, in the con- 
duc of which, they had nothing bur their own am- 
bition and privat gune, for compaſle and faid. And 
who have thruſt both Prince and people out of the 
ſafc harbour of the quiet calme unto this preſent 
ſtorme, wherein they arc to make profit ot both our 
chipwrack, if in this ſtrait it were notallowcdto the 
meaneſt paſſenger to give warning of the imminent 
daiiger , wenotwithſtanding of our place and intereſt 
in your weltare might hold our pcace : but ſince 
wc have becninthe tuſt watch , and have endured 
the fiſt and greateſt torment of this ſtorme, while 
vou hue been at reſt ; tor your aſlurance th.it wee 
cannot abandon you , or lcave you alone cn your 
turnc , when you areſo nearto give tryall of x 
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courage andskill , you may perceive by what hath 


any roadand harbcur of ſafety unto us , ſo long as 
both our enemies fit at the helme and gouverne all 
courles that are to be followed amongſt you. Theres 
fore before we come to adviſe whataie in our judge. 
mem the moſt fitting means for removing of the evils 
of us both, give us leave to touch in paſſing what wee 
apprehend have been the maine concurrent cauſes to 
bſing yo: by degreey from that hight of happineſle, 
wherein ſomctime ye were glorious in the tight of 
Europe , to this gult of miſeric and abaſement wheres 
in ye have fallen , and drawneus by exampleand imi- 
tation , that inthisſad repreſentment , asin a dark 
Shade , the glorious light of your appearing day may 
be more comfortable and refreshing unto us both, 
which is the heart'e wish and aflurcd hope of your 
dear brethren in Scotland , becauſe of the ſenſible 
fecling of that great mercy of God upon themlſclves, 
who have been farther in the tranſgrefſion , and at 
alowercbbe in minde and ſpirit , then ye can well 
imagine bctore their troubles beganne ; therefore 
becauſe our evils arenot cf yeſterday , and could not 
have oi erffowed the face of this Ifle on a ſudden , let 
us ſcarch up unto the well head and period of time, 
where and when they began firſt to ſpring andariſe, 
when we lett to fear others by reaſon of cur Union, 
then bganne wee to have necd to look for cvill trom 
our ſcives : the ſubtile enemics of this Ifle knowing 
that what was not to bee attemprtcd by open force, 


was to be undertaken and purſued by F_ and . 


ſecret 


paſſed, rhat no Aſſembly nor Parliament, no rotten ' 


cable . and ſlipping anchor of Articles and agree. 
ment, whereunto we had faſtened our hopes, can be. 
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ſecret praiſes 3 took the advantage of the humours 
of men.following commonly the nature and the con” 
ditions of the times , did make the ſurfers and caſe of 
peace mote dangerous to the life of the Eſtate, then 
the ſtraits and hazards of warre had been before , diſ- 
poſing the ſubje&s to caſe and flaverie , an inuring 
the Prince to follow their appetite and the rules of 
uncontrolled power:then beganne the pablick wayes 
of honour and reputution to be unfrequented : then 
the uſe of Pgliaments which is the ſtay and ſtrength 
of your KinMome to be ſulpcRed, and ſothele eyes 
F cares of the Prince and People, the great Coun- 
cell of the Land did make way peece and peece to 
the dark paſſages of the corner of a Cabinet , where 
fattcrie , malice, envy and partialitie amongſt few 
hands , diſeuiſes with falſe appearances without con- 
troll all that comes in their handling , and makes the 
cople miſerable,and the Prince infortunar,ſince they 
Ke gotten footing , Parliaments have been called 
not to caſe the grievaaces of the ſubject, but to ſupply 
the neccflitics of the Prince , and ſo whereas they 
Should have helped to cure , they have increaſed the 
diſcaſcs of the Eſtate : and becai.ſe there can be no 
cvill humour inthe body that can maſter your skill , if 
you pleaſeto apply fitting remedies , and what haue 
een formerly in practiſe, therefore youare made to 
diſagree amongſt your ſclves about the methcd of the 
cure, and when yuu begin to incline ro an agreement 
your conlultations are broken off , and f6 Dy the 
mcanes the Common-weolth languichcrh without 
hope of rclict , the Princes miſtakes , and the Peoples 
wt and bu:thens doe equally increaſe , and cvery 
Preach of a Parliament begets a new gricyance and 
+ 43 maladic 
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maladie to the people , ſo much the more dangerow 
and deadly, that the Authors of thefe abuſes) whey 
you uſe nor your courage and conftancic to maintaily 


that po wer and piace which your Predeceſlors hayg 


put in your hands , and whereof the poſterity wilf 


callyou to accomprt, as a right of cntaile and they 


proper inheritance which cannot be weakened ty 


ju ha: ds withcut your cternall infamic , and thei 
crd:iclofle) beenne to deſpiſe you, and take con- 
r:2% to undermine and blow up the tgundation of 
your once well jctlcd Eſtate : bringingFou in cons 
tempt with the people, for the guard of whoſe Liz 
bertics you haue ſo long continucd , and in hatred 
with the Prince , for whoſe honour and ſafety it hath 
alwayes becn , that none about him should be more 
powettull nor the Lawes, and nearer him in place and 
affe tion, then you whoſe Counſells could not be 
corrupted by ends : thcle are they who bringing you 
once to mind your own things,ard to be carelcſle of 
thc publick , hauc tcached the Princes , thatall the 
ri.h:;ard liberties of the Subj, and the maintai« 
r:. c ot them, are dualcs of grace, and gifts of mcere 
tf. vour ProcecCt ng fromthe 1 rince, Card not the true 
Li.th-.:ht ct the Evi , which they may tiuely 
chajici'ge ) whi.hare robe continucd or changedas 
their Prices (hail think fit : who hauc teached Prin- 
ce> tC uivth lt mamein atrec Ki.gdome ro wrong 
endcs ; Paili-mcrts are in th-jr power to beginne, 
Covi” wad be kth « F as they fir.d the ti uit of 
them good o: bd, lowurcthes ro hive th being,or 
DUTtG OC 1tull thus rho! hou done whitis in them 
to aketh- novallan bouts, whi heb: uid belike a 
OULEC DER ol, 2 ur tC COMBuNaLd hight of 0+ 

- tacſs 


an an ai a. cc.,q0 ws 8 Ji+ OO mw aa» WW td ta WW AAA Fa -a on 


as 


—— 


(19) 


thers, turne t04 Comet and blazing ſtar, a matter of 
wonder ard admiration for the time ; anda progno- 
ſick of worle things to follow, Truely the prero- 
gative of the Prince which hath been keeped in vene- 
ration , andasa ſecret untouched amongſt the wileſt 
Princes and the beſt times ; which 1s that whichthe 
Lawes have given him above all private men, 
for the common ſafetie of us all . and cannot be uſed 
to another crd, but for cur goed, had not ſufferedſo 
much in itſelf , and loſt of its proper luſtre , by the oft 
and common handling thereof, to the maniteſt preju- 
dice of the Subjects 1ight, and the real] weakening of 
the truce Royall power , had itnot falne in ſome of 
your Clcargies hand , who to the ſtainc of the Kirk 
and the bane ot the Common-wcalth , have ſubjected 
all men, and all Laws , to the appctitc of the Prince, 
of whom they have the abſolutc1ule , thatſo under 
that goodly viſour of his Royall power , they may 
accomplish at laſt that grcat deſigne of the changc 
of the Religion and government of the Eſtate which 
they have tolong aimed at : whereot they cannot 
failc inthis happic conjur ture, where all thirgs pro- 
miſcs them gocd fuceile. A Prince crraged agair ſt 

his own native pcople , by ti cir procuremer.t, who 

will cotÞc parſweald that they 16 £ocd Subje Es to 
him, bccuulc they are avewed cr.cmics to the:; , who 
have been the deftioy ors of then Religion , ard the 
ticubloirs of the [ Cace o.tthe kiik » To vw hcmitis nc- 

cclſary th.t he torget thut be 1sther notwall Prince, 

whilc he remcmbers that hce 1s 2dvarced to bc the 

Mc oarchdtilke whole Je. a cwith whem of necel- 

{itic he 156 bligcd te C:11.t41 ur this c nic] , thit ur der 
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arme , and makethe one kingdomea ſcourge to the 
other, while in the end thcy both become ſlaves 
which ifthey refuſe , hee cannot eſchew of force tg 
bring in ſtrangers, and uſe ſuch other power as God 
hath put in his hands ( by the do#trine of theſe good 
divines (to the eſtablishing of the boundleſse go” a 
vernment whereat they aime, ſo by thejointhelpe of | 
the Papiſt , who area ſtrong faction amongſt you of n 
late, and of others, whom they call good ſubjets, F 
and are the greateſt number , who while they are go. h 

b 

t 


ing onin any courſe to help themſclues, cannot think | 
they arc accomptable to God or man forany wrong 
they are doing to others , theſe alſo concuring who fl 
are of great number and of no {mall force in any ſtate, f 
who are content to wear fetters themſelues, ſo they t 
may be of oold, and they hane the making of them, < 
or helpe thereunto for others, all theſe meeting to. 1 
gcther.thcy cannot miſse to effeCtuart their defignes, | 
and theſe arc they who look at this time to undoe us, « 
\ 
| 
| 
| 


and hope aſsuredly to work you to their ends, 
And for this cftect, as it appeares , are ye called toge- 
ther after ſo raany breaches ard breaking up of Par: 
liaments in Eng/and, whereby his Majeſtie had beene 
deprived of the faithfull counſels and free aides of | 
his people heretofore , and the preſſures and grievan- 
ces of the Subjects daily more and more increaſed 
without hope of relicte , that all men ( who looked 
upon the traine of affaires , and marked what undue” 
courlcs had been taken of late , that there should bee 
nonecd of their mecting , and how the number and 
height of offenders is increaſed , for whoſe lafety 
it is not that Parliaments come in place and requeſt 
agun_ may juſtly marvell to ſ{ce this day , and in all 
1 likely-hood 


[21] 
likely-hod conjeQure that cither this Parliament will 
proue the happieſt that ever was in this Iſle for the 
good and peace ofthe Kingdomes, or elſe ( which 
God forbid ) will become the fatall engine and axle- 
tree in our enemies hand, for the overthrow of Kirk 
and State, turning our doubts unto deſpaires,and our 
feares into a certainty of confuſion. Wherefore: the 
more nced haue all good men wholoue the truth of 
Religon , the honour of the King , the ſafery of the 
Kingdomes in ſo neceſſary and perillous a time to 
be inſtant with God by faſting and prayer, that as 
the beginning of your meeting together is the 
ſubject of all mens feares and hopes , good or bad, 
ſo the cloſe may be in fruit and memory, the joy of 
the preſent age, and the bleſling of poſteritic, where- 
of there is no ſmall ground of hope at this time; for 
if that ſpirit of wiſedome, courage, and true zeale 
for the good of Religion and ſafety of King and King- 
domes do but beginas in formertime to appeare in 
your Counſels, who knoweth what recompence 
God is preparing for your often diſappointments in 
that kinde : the which we arc moved the rather to 
elecuc and expect, that the powertull hand of God 
hath forcibly led ihem who have beene the authors 
of your cvils, andactours in the miſchicf intended a» 
gainſt us; againſt their will to call tor your aſſiſtance 
to oppreſle us: and furcly wee think that what Art 
can invent . and malice can do , wil nor be wanting 
( even amonelt ſome of your number ) to mouc the 
reſt ro conſider aright of all the advantages of the 
time , and reconceal the differences that are amongſt 
th-mſclues and labour to ſeck the caſe of your 
owne burthens when you may hauc themat an eaſy 
rata 
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rate with ſmall expenſe and paines , to en creaſe our 
and many ſpecious pretences will be offered , to hie 
the bad intentions of a few , 
quences of theyr privat deſignes againſt the publidg 
quict of the Kingdomes , but certainly a thick cloug 
of prejudices and m.iſrepreſcntations of all our buſi, 
neſles moſt aſſuredly be caſten betore your eyes, and 
grcat muſt that da:knes be, before ſo wiſe, fo adviſed 


and the ill conſe. 


a Iudicatoric of all the choice wits in that Kingdomeg 
condeſccend' to that reſolution which in cftcct carricth 
with it, in furthering the overthrow of our Religion 
and Libcrties , and1n the buriall thereot to beginne- 
and digg atomb for your own to follow , and te 


enake the end of this Parliament a meane that there 


Should never be need of any hereafter, But we exs 
pe (Right Honourable) better things of you, and 
ſuch as belong properly to the happineſſe of this 
time , forthe glory of Godin the adyancement of 
his truth, for the honour of the King in punishing of 
the wicked, torthe weltare of the Kingdomes , that - 
in our Vnion they may be crushced,, who in our divi- 
f10n have buiided their hopes , and made this warre 
with ycur brethren , the Trojan horſe to bring in all 
theſe calamitics , whicha Civill warrc will undoub« 
tcaly into1cc upon this Jle, and we are certainly per- 
ſwadcd thit the fngular witcdome ard juſtice of : 
your Honomablc Court , which can have no other. 
c1.4in all thur Counſcll, but the ſervice of his Maje- 
ſty, ardihe {tric of his Kigdomes which cannot 
be 3eputate 1n ny confideraticn whatſoever) will 
judgc other wile ctthe ſtate of cur affairs , and affoord 
us verter Me: frire then we heve found as yet at the 
hands of thſe men, who as they have becne the Aw 


thors 
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ors of our evill , and of that cormptionthat was 
creeping ins in Kirk and State, ſo have both you and 
we ſuffered much more by them , and are. guromne 
»eaſon to complain of the inconvenience and mil- 
chief of the remedie that they have applycd fince; 
then of the diſeaſe itſelf > Invaind9e they think ta 
cover their wicked deſignes with the bare pretext of 
th:ir zeale and affeion to his Majeſties greatnes and 
dignity , ſecing it rends to the ruine and deſtruQion of 
his faithfull Subjc&s , whole riches is his tre ſure, 
whoſe quiet is his glory , whoſe hearts and afteQions 
are his ſtrong gariſons that cannot be overcome, and 
whoſe «roſperity is the trappines of his Crown , and 
miidable and wretched are the cffects of that power, 
which produceth nothing but weaknes to the Prince, 
and calamitie to his Subjects,and in vain do we expect 
that God will bleſle inour age what he hath curſed -. 
| inallagesbefore. Ler us look unto the Records of 
* formerages, and we hall ever find, thatthere is not 
= anything thatdoth ſo much move the wrath of God, 
,  asto ſee his worship and Churches profaned , and 
,  tofall into the hands of theſe who have ſold them- 
{ fclvestothe world, andare devoured to the Tempo- 
, r:llferviceoſthePrince : where evcr it hath been pra- 
,  GRiiſed , it isa certaindemonſtration« f che alteration 
|. andchangeofanEſtate, and of their miſeries and di(- 
grace whoabuſeitlicentiouſly , their 2ftires wayes 
 decliningeven unto their end. We necd not put you 
in mind ofthe ſturres and hot conteſts of ycu; beſt 
Princes , and of greateſt ſpi.it , with your A:chbi- 
$h:ps at hame,to kecpdown that Papacic they clay- 
medto themſclves amongſt you , andto ſuffer them 
te be Kingsbcfide them , which could nor be granted 
D but 


1 


$hould-foone ſee they would alledge ſome othe 


(4) 


burat their diſcretion : they thatlookt to the dang} 


of this time , and who they are that be the Authors 
this niiſchief intented , may eaſily perceive, thar'ifa 
the Subjeds ofthe two Ringdomes could be'moy; 
to undergve that burthen the Bishop of Canterburt} 
and his followers would putupon us , aud could bee 

erſwadedin conſcience , that we were bound to Os 
buy theſe ſpititual fathers in all their commands , 'wp 


oround for their aſpiring greatnes , then the zeale of 
his Majceſties ſerviceand honour, and the Princes that 
are to follow would find, thar all their paines was f6t 
themſelves , and to eſtablish their own tyra,**-; 11 


wilfully blind to think , thatall that ſpight and 
malice they carry to the Covenant of Scotland *, it 
becaiſe that ic hath weakenedthe Kings powet*, , and 
made his Majeſtic appeare ſo in the fight ofhis ene- 
mies* Jfthis were true, then would the Pope and the 
King of Spaine give many millions that the like wetk 
in England and Freland : they need not diſſemble, we 
know where it pricks them they ſee the hand of God 
m \ againſt their unjuſt uſurpation and worldly 
pomp , and rhey fear , that as they have found it a wall 
of brafſe to the Subjects of Scorland againſt the fury 
of their malice , when they could have no proteCtion, 
neither in their Laws nor inthcir Prince , in whoſe ſa 
ving favour they may claim ſpeciall intereſt , ſo it 
may prove by example dangerous to them el{where, 
and at once put an endto all theſe plots and deſigne 
they have to overthrow the reformed Religion : And 
this is the cauſe they charge it and us with many 
crimes , to plant the hatred of us and that cauſein 
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Prince and People. Or , are there atiy ſo ignora it a 
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$ ; Which 1s already ingraven in 
theirs, but we are aſſured the equitie , juſtice , and 
wiſedome of your Court will be farre from thinking 
this a ſufficient ground of quarrell betwixr the 
two Nations » becauſe we demand to enjoy the be- 
nefit of our Laws , and the excerciſe of our Religion, 
if this bec a cauſe that any of your Nation should 
come to aſlaile us , or any part of the power ofthat 
Kinedome $hould be imployed to that uſe , you 
would not have taken it inill part or think we haved 
done you wrong , if the like courſe had been taken 
by us when there were any conteſts and diſpute 
betwixg his Majeſtic and you in your Parliaments 
for the rights of the Subject : But as we have al- 
wayes wished you good ſucceſſe unto your Parlia- 
ments, ſocan wc not think that the paines we have 
taken to maintaine our own rights , can be grievan- 
ces unto you , or of evill example to weaken your e- 
ſtate , or move you to deſtroy us. Princes when 
they are miſled by evill counſell ,. may eaſily begin 
warre at their pleaſure , but ſince the Subjects bloud 
muſt determinethe controverſie ; it were neceflarie 
that they who have ſo great a part of the hazard, 
Should alſo know their quarrel, And ſince civill 

watre and homebred diviſion, as inward diſcaſes are 

more hard to cure then theſe that are without , wee 

arc tyed mn allieſpects to ſeck to prevent them be- 

forcthcy come. And whereas by all that hath paſ- 

{cd , we may perccive that theſe who are chief actors 

in theſe troubles, ſeck by all means to have us engag- 

cd , the more $hould our carc bee to preſerve Gur 

[clves by their diſappointement, and by a {caſon:ble 

remedy , provide tor the ſaferie of our {elves and po- / 
: C2 ſteritie, 
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feritie, The readieſt meane for the preſent that cy 


comein our conſideration in this , that as when the 
treatic ofthe Vnion was intended , but did notraks 
effect , the two Parliaments did fit, anddid appoint 
their Commiſſioners to treat thereanent ( with ex. 
preſſe reſervation of their own Lawes and Liberties) 
and to report their proceedings back againe to them 
that ſent them , ſo now when the two Nations are 
ready to be plunged in a bloudy warre , to the oyer-« 
throw of the Liberties of both. Our ſoules deſires, 
that his Majcſtie would be pleaſed to appoint the like 
or any other meane whereby the Parliaments may 
ſit freely , and without feare of force , andy thei 
Commiſſioners appoint time and place , where b 
their ſcanning the equitie or inquitie of our deman 
may be fully wc ighed , that we may no longer ſuffer 
by fuſe and artificall relations , but they bee notur- 
ly kaowneas they are , and their fraudand hypocriſie 

iſcovercd (it there be any) for wee shunne no tryall 
which is not inconſiſtent with a free and independent 
Kingdome , and which the Kingdome of England 
would chooſe in the like cafe of the quarreling of 
their Lawes and Liberties , the King being reliclen 
amongſt us : for which end if his Majeſties force 
may be diſcharged, and his further Levies ſuſpended, 
we will moſt giadly disband , and leave off any that 
we arc preparing tor our own neceſſary and juſt de- 
fence » which otherwiſe we cannot doe without ou 
own apparant ruine , neithercan the Parliament fit 
with any ſe: uritie in either Kingdume , if they ſee 1 
ſword diawne over their neal » and this we know 
th. Parliament of England in thcir wiſedome will 
thuk very realonable , aud the lcaft that can be hw 
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4, and will joyne with us in this petition for their 
ſt clearing bates God and the world, that they 
haue not taken in hand to ſubdue us by armes , before 
they hauc convinced us and made knowne to all true 
Chriſtians and honeſt men, for what cauſe, and upon 
how great reaſon. 

If this be denyed us, as what may we not expe 
in this kinde , but that the conduct of this affaire will 
be anſwerable to the firſt undertaking : And as this 
plot hath been ſet on foot for the benefit of ſtran- 


th the Kingdomes, the overthrow of our Religji- 
on, and civill liberties, to the uttermoſt of their 
power. So wee ( that the coſe of this diſcourſe 
may bring in a short view all that hath been touched 
beſbre ) cannot but beginne with this, that it is juſt 
with God to make us Rot the ſad effects of civill 
diſcord , who haue not made the right uſe of our 
long enioyed peace, and that we ſufferin the danger 
and hazard of the cure, who haue ſo long by our 
tollerance and permiſſion ſtrengthned that ill hu- 
mour, which is now ready to maſter the life both 
of Kirk and State. Youarecalled together who are 
the great Phyſicians of that State , it is not unfitting 


for the preſent occaſion to put you in minde of an 


old tale that bclongeth unto your Art : Philotimus 
a Phyſician in Greece , mad- this anſwer to one who 
offered his finger to drefle , by whoſe face, look and 
breath,he knew he had an impoſtume in his lungs, my 
friend ( ſaith he ) iris no fittime to bulie your ſelte 
about ycu: nailes : The time was not lone fince when 
the greateſt queſtion was , wherh<r the bill of run- 
Nagc and poundag* , or the biil vt ihe Subjects right 

D ; chould 


gerS, ſo it will bee cor:tinued to the weakening of 
0 


chould be firſt moved in your Houle ; the times Is 
far changed, the caſe much altered , before you iudgg \ 
of any matters now , Or condemae others ; you cans 
not but looke whether your ſelues be free, and why 
right you have, forif the maintenance of our Reli, 
on, and the liberties ofthe Kingdome, bee a groung- 
of aquarrell betwixt two Nations that are ſo 7 
joyned, and if it bce judged fo in that honour 
Court, we cannot ſee how you can condemne us and 
acquit yourſelues ; For if it was your glory to bee 
the faithfull gu.rdians of the Subjects right, it cars 
not but blemish your reputation to be found now the 
overthrowers of your brethrens liberties, If all thi 
motion of a warre with Scotland were truly percei 
ved to be a conception of Spain or Rome, wee do na 
doubt but tor your owne intereſt you would be care. 
full to ſtrangle this monſter in the very firſt birth; 
but if you take it foraready mean to eaſe your own 
diſtreſſed eſtate , and that by wronging us you ca *: 
better your condition. Andalthough we know the - 
conduct of your counſells had ever more honourabk 
and honeſt grounds , yet letus take it as it may be 
propounded to you - can the benefit that is offered 
to you countervail your loſſe? Wee need not bringt 
nearer, the example is but of yeſterday,and —_ 
out of your ſight. All the Provinces and Princes q 
France, envyed th2 good eſtate of the Proteſtant 
the priviledges of their chambers , and the- benefit 
of the edicts they enioyed , every one did outrung 
another to contribute to their twine , and to end 
themſclues by ſo doing) to theſe that had the manas ® 
ing of all thcſe affa res; with what ſuceſſe , of 2 
yICl 
wha 
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know this day , and all that lookes upon them 


ny” "- 
what defence they hauz left themſelues againſt the 
regiments of the ouards. W ee writ notthis as doubt- 


ing = wiſdome and circumfpeQion in a bufineſſe 
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nature that ſo neare concerns your ſelues , but 
fince the malice of our adverſaries hath prevailed 


| ſofarreupon our gracious King , that he forgets the 


afflition of his people , whiles hc glues way vnto 
their ehdleffe malice, who ſecks by all meanes to cut 
aſunder that knot of our obedience, whereby wee 
are tycdin conſcience of our ducty to his Maieſty, 

to the oblervance of the laws : and which is the ſure 
foundation of his Maieſties greatneſſe, and the Vni- 
on of the Kingdomes , and which hath holden faſt- 

acainſt all the violence of time in ſo many ages paſt , 

and againſt the force of all adverſaries whatſoeuer 

to the Royall Crowne, the which the more wee la- 

bour to preſerue, and fence the more they feeke to 

undoe, and to putin the place thereof a chaine of 

violence and force. Y 

. Weebeſeech you therefore, right honourable and 

dear brethren, now conveened in both houſes of Par- 
liament, that according to your place and ſtation, 
you will heare from ourſclues the crue repreſentati- 
on of our preſſing grievances, and becauſe a linke of 
that chaine cannot but approach you alſo, if it take 

hold onus : we iatreat you to divert in time our gra- 
cious King from runing headlong unto theſe violent 

courſes, which cannot but produce in the end (amen- 

table effc&s both for Prince and people. And ince 
wee haue iuſt cauſe of teare.that what hath becne-be- 
gun without your conſent, will alſo be followed con- 
tcary to your adviſe, although we think nothi 1g more 
propetly doth bcloag uato to the juſtice of that high 
Cout 


Count then to provide , that they who have beg. 
drawers of his Majeſtie to this ation , ſo _ by 
£ ' 


for himſelf , and fo deſperate for the King 
Should not paſſe away unqueſtioned and unpunishe 
And nothing could be further from our expeaatiag 
then thatthe councel of England Should concludey 
warre againſt us , upon the relation of one mag 
(brought uponthe ſtage of purpoſe to aCt that mg. 
licious part) without your conſent : whereby 'it y 
apparant , that theſe our adverſaries have come ty 
that hight of inſolencic, to lctt all the Subjects (q 
that they have taken to themſelves a libertie gy 
throw down the laws of the kingdome , and laidy - 
nccc{þte upon us his Majeſties own people, ast 
were to chooſe their leaſure and attend untf| 
they have power , and come and worke ou 
overthow by ſea and land , and that without ; 
warning going before : So now we underlſtan 
that a reſtraint is put upon ovr Comiſhonen; 
Some of them being putinthe hands of Sheriff 
lome of Juſtices of pcace at London , Cont 
ry to our expectation , for who expecting thi 
would cither haveſ\.ndor gone in that Commitſſos 
Contrary tothe Law of Nations, for we are twog 
verſe N:t.ons and Kingdomes , ard they wereſe . 
from a Parliiment promiſcd and clled by his My 
jcſtie , and wa ranted by his Majeſtic , torepairet 
his picſerice, and to ſhew the reaſons of our demand 
Contrary to the very foundation of cur prete 
Treatie, for a Committce was appointed legally ly 
the authoritic of the Parliament, ard neceſlartly , fa 
keeping correſpondence with our Commiſhoney 
and to receive from them his Majeſtics anſwer 


(tha 
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(chat we worider any man Should be ſoabfard as eo- 
faggeſt to-his Majeſtie: , that itisanunlawfull or pre, 
fumptuous Committee, or that they haye taket! upon 
them the government of the Towne of Edinburgh) 
And that for along time paſt, no word or writ com- 
meth from them, and we are put out of hope to heare 
from them hereafter ; That wee can neither know 
whether there was any want in their propoſitions 
and reaſons , or whether there was any thing to bee 
ſupplyed by us for a full fatiſfaQtion , and contrary | 
tothe deſervings of our Commiſſioners : for nothing 
is pretended to have eſcaped them which might have 
deſerved this captivitie : And as for the preſent con- 
dition of fafetie of the Earle of Soxthesk , and Sir 
Lewes Stewart ar Edinburgh , it canbe no true ground 
thereof , his Majeſtic being fully informed by their 
own Lettets , how that harmeleſſe accident of their 
furprizall came on a ſuddain by the unexpeRed fol- 
lie and rashneſfle of the Governour of the Caſtle, 
chreatning preſently upon their diſpatch , to dif- 
chirge all his Ordinance againſt the Town : And ro 
ring (as hz was pleaſed to ſpeak) an uncouth peale 
of bells in thc eares , and (we may truely add.) by 
their own precipitation , -and too gteat haſte to ſpeed 
themlielves to the Ports for eſcaping the common 
danger : The multitude not without their owne 
pore , conceived that the arreſting of th:m might 

ea defence tothemlſc]ves , or at leaſt” a delay ofthe 
Governoursfurice. But no ſooner were they arre- 
ſtedby the People , but they were reſcued by order 
from the Magiſtrat , and courtcouſly uſed by ſuch of 
the Nobilitic'and Gentrie as wzre inthe Town. Since 
thattimeno violence hath beene done againſt them. 
E bu t 


but they have of their own acc ord, and for their own 
ſaterie ſtayed inthe Town, with ſuch libertie as theyt 
think meet to uſe to repair to the ſtrects, kirk gardeng 
or whether they wil. And in what equitie can a parti- 
culac tumult of forme few Commons in oneCity,reflex 
u»onth- perſons of th:Commiſſtoners ſent from the 


| ſtrand againſt our hearts in this. cur Remor.ſtrandh 
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whole Parliament of the whole Nation. 
Put at the wiiting hereof weare advertiſed , that 
the matter draw.th a greater deep , and that thc Lord 
Lywdounis committ d to the Towre , not upon the 
$hallow pierext of afetie to any arreſt :d heere , but 
upon his own guiltines , his hand ard ſub(cription be: 
ing toundat a | etter diietcd to the French King 
from certain Earles and Lords of Scotland , for im» 
ploring his a(liſtance to their courſes : This by our 
Mgtice and ſuch as had decreed our deſtruttion 
before , is already ex1ggerat and raiſed to a moun 
taine, not onely to fall upon the Lord Lowdoxx and 
others whoſe hands are found in it., but that all forme 
friends andall indifferent perſons may ſtumble at. ow - 
Cauſe , as hereby evidenced to be nothing leſfe for 
ſooth then Religton : But the Honourable Houſes of 
Parliament , who are acquainted with the defignes 
and malice of oyr enemies, & to whom aur innocet> 
cic intimes paſt cannotaltagether be unknowne, att 
more grave and wiſe then upon the hearing or feeir 
of iuch a Letter , to precipitate in judgment :gain; 
us and our Nation , betore we be heard; - For theyb 
t:\{ta&t. on, and for virdicatirg cur ſelves , we are.cat 


to rc mcmber and repreſent the, words of thit unet# 
emplcd Proc] matton-given at York April 25. 1638. 
othc1 wile never to hav c been icleared' , but burcds 


{ilence 


[33] 
flence, and in ſtudiedſenſeleſnes, and which wee doe 
not attribute to the Majeſtie of our King, but to the 
baſe cruelty of our barbarous enemies. The words are 
thus : 
'  Weeare forced to haue recourſe to a more. charp and. 
gurck way to cure their obſtinancy and rebellion by the 
ſword of iuſtice : And th refore in that caſe we doe pro- 
claime all ſuch as shall rejef this our free and 2ratious 
pardon, & does not re'urne before the ſaid eight dates, 
to that civill and duetiful obedience to bee from tience- 
forth open Febe's and Traitou; s tous,0ur Crown & dis- 
n tie, and de.lare all their lands and poſſeſſions , goods 
ard ge'rto be ſo: fitedto us, and our (rowne, and that 
wee shall diſpoſe of the r lands, poſſeſſions,  gaods and. 
geir, to our well deſe. ving ſuljets, Noblemen , Gentle- 
men, and others who shall adhere to us,and obey our juſt 
COM mauds,  Andto / his purpoſe wee diſcharge all vaſe 
fall andtennants to any rebels, from making papment- 
to them of any of their rents, dueties, or caſualties , and 
require them to keepe the ſame in their hands, the one 
halfe whereof hall bee kept for ouruſe, the other halfe 
for themſelues : promiſing alſo to the tennants of the 
ſaid rebels,who shall leave their AMaſters, and allift us 
tothe maintenan:e of our authority , good tearmes of 
yeares in the eſtates they poſſefie , with the dimunition of 
the third at leaſt, if not more, of the aueties they pay WI 
wee 5H all find them-to deſirue bytheir gocd [ovice-and! 
rexdy obedience to us : And tothe v als of 
ſuch ſuperiours ar are rebells,that they'shall be-ome our 
immed*attennauts and va/ſuls,a-d hol{their lan ts & 
Poffeffions of as., and that for parmettt'of the third part- 
lefſe duty tlenis -ontaintd ”nt! er preſent Charte s and 
ley preſently pay tothe. 1ſu2erigur, proviiine they ad- 
BOP E:3 here 
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tous ; fad afpft not their d)floyall ſuptrionrs , but teaks- 
them, and concurrewith us for maintenance of our ay. 
thortty. And if the ſupe) jour be loyall;and the vaſſa, 
and tennants 1efuſe this our Grace.& t0 adhere tous, or - 
10 Cunt T8. withihefſaid ſuperiour iN our ſervi, e we de- 
clave it shall-beleaſume for the ſaid ſuperiour to expy 
the [aid vaſſals and tennants thus rebell-ous, forth g 
their lands and poſſeſſions. And what 5s hall accreſſe to ug 
by the forfeiture of their lands & poſſprons we freely 
diſpone.and totally reftgne it to the loyall ſuperiour, pros 
miſing to concurre and affift him for effetuating hereof 
1nd further we diſcharge all debto urs who are addeb- 
ted ſummes of money to any of the ſaid rebels, to mals 
payment to them of the ſummes of *money addebted tq _ 
them; or any part thereof : aſſuring our good ſubierg 
that they rhall haue retribution out of the ſame moneyet 
as wee hall find them to deſe:,ue: andſo forthia 
tolloweth. * DE Ws. 
... Althbugh before this time wee had heard from 
our Cauntrey-mcn abroad , that other Statty 
Princes and Nations did wonder much .1hat the 
ears being filled with informations againſt us. , & 


. : a 4; 3: NF 
thing had comefrom us to make known unto the 
our-cauſe,or our caſe and condition: yer ſtill hoping & 
patiently waiting for a gracious anſwer to our man 


humble jupplications , weedid abſtaine. Bur ou 
hopes being extinguished/by that unexpeRed declas 
ration ;, asWe rook our {words in our hands & 


(35) 
ro the ducty and loyaltie of good S:: bjets. And that 
noleſſe could have been ſaid by any Nation , inſo 
great extreamitle : yet this was but an imperfect mo- 
tion , whuch dicd in the bud amongſt our ſclyes', and 
never did rifc to that ripeneſle to be ſcen of others, 
W hen we were fo fore threatned , and when excecu- 
tion was comming upon us by a terrible armie,it muſt 
be laid .to our charge as a fault inexpiable , and our 
Commiſſioners punished for it , that wee dared 
ſo much as to intend to cry to others to in- 
terceed for us , when our own ſupplications could 

notbe heard : Poore fouls, we mult be beaten,and 

neither reſiſt , nor complaine : It is therefore our 
earneſt deſire that every eye that ſeeth that in- 

"-nocent Letter, may with the ſame view look upon 

the Proclamation given out at thattime, and com- 

pare them together : And withall:, wee deſire to bee 
informed what we hall doin the like exigence now 
when at mics are coming againſt us, if it be not law- 
full for us both to cry ro God and to men to help 
us.and to intcrceed with our King for us. That Let- 
tcr was written before his Majceſties coming to the 

Camp, and was not concealed by our Nublemen, 

but made-knowne to ſome ot prime qualitic thiexc: 

- If there had been a purpolc in the hearts of our ene- 

mics , that the articles of pacitication should have 

been obſerved , this Lettcr, although it had been ſent 

and all other quarrels ot1his kinde , had been by a 

law of oblivion forbidden to appear. Jt could not 

| bavebeena ground of calling the ſubſcribers to quar- 
| rellthem after he pacitication, but the wicked Syco- 
phant and delatour would have been found in the 
uanipreſſion,and made the ſacrifice. And that there 
E 3 | beno 
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be no more doubtinthe minde of any good man, we 


have here,upon our faith and honour fet down the ves 
ry words of our iuſtructions ſubſcribed at that time, - 


and yet extant, which were not he , but were to bg 
me to the carrier, and unto 


e which the Letterig 
elfdoth referre : | 
To repreſent the auncient , and ſtrait league betwixt 
the two Kingdomes of France , and Scotland , often re. 
newed,and ever inviolably kept , for many hundreth 
of yeares . whereby both Nations , hane frequently upoy 
the diftreſe of the one found the benefit of that mutuak 
amitie . by readie ſuccour and aſſiſtan.e of the other, 
which hath ever been crowned with ſurceſie. and ai knows 
ledg id by interchange of Nationall k-ndnefſe as the Chry 
nicles of both Kings domes,& diverſe publ.ck as extam 
in the Records doe teftifie, Shs 
| To-hew that our-intentions are no wayes againft Mas 
narchiall government , but that we are mo loyally dif 
poſed toward our ſacred Soveraigne, whoſe perſon and 
authority we will maint aine with ous lifes and fortunes: 
But that al our deſires reaches no further then the preſen 
vation of our Religion, and Liberty of Church and Kiny 
dome eftablished by the Lawes and Confitutions theref, 
That the calumnles vented againſt us by our enemies 
for their ewne ends make no impreſſion, becauſe the y ant 
mot man'teſt untruthes,maliciouſly forged to ftirre th 


envy and diſcontentment of nejehbony Princes, Eſtate - 


& natio1s again us:wheras our whole thoughts,words 


actions & proceedings are moſt lerall & toy all, as th 
b-a:ercas particul rrly inſtru & make clear at length 


That ſeeing wee haue many times ſupplicat h's Mis 
feſtie, &-haue not prevailed, therefore to intreat 


Knz af Fiance , 10interceede and mediate with our Sth 
t, \ | ; 
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veratent, to lay downe his Armies, Intended and raiſc4 
againſt us , and to ſuffer this his ancient and natiu* 
King dome to enjoy ber Religion, and Liberties, in zeact 
and freedome under his Majeſties authority , albeitwe 
be not diff dent of@oas aſſiſtance , whe. ſewer wee hall 
be neceſſit te 10 our own defence , which is approven both 
by the Law of God, Nature, and Nations. | 
Our cnemics, who catch all pretexts againſt us, may 
have enough heerc wherewith to pleaſe themſelves. 
But when that grave and great Councell shall conſider 
that the Letter was never lent , and nothing from 
France or at home $hall everbe found that can,prove 
the ſending of itabroad , that it was intended upon. 
the hearing of ſo harsh a Proclamation , and before 
the pacification, where in it oughtto have been burt- 
ed, andthat it was accompanied with ſuch-Inſtructi- 
ons , as none but malice it ſelf can cenſure : for no 
threars from En2/and, nor preparations in view , can 
caſt us. upon reſolutions of intertaining for- 
raignc confcedecrations , in ſuch ſort as may ſer up a 
partition wall betwixt the two Kingdomes; There- 
torc wee truſt they sall ftinde no more ground of 
pleaſing our enemies, and of grciving us in this, 
in our other proceedings, which wee carneſtly defire 
to be u1partially examined by them. 
Now agnilt this high and extreame infolencie 
of our adverſa.1es , which {wellcth every day to 
a grcater bigncile and cxulcerati >n : and i3 to 
break out impcrouſly ar rh. jr picalurce. though 
in obcd:ence to the Law of G 0 D and narure, 
Wec be thinking up our p:eparatioas for {:fc- 
tie and d.tence , and for odtaining cur often pre- 
ſcarcd humic and jult deiires , yct noth g but cx- 
came 
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treame neceſſitie which hath no Law, shall enforcey 
to go beyond the bounds of petitionand defence, at 
when that extreamitie shall come- , (which God: 
his metcie to both Kingdomes prevent) we truſt & 
cariage hall refure the flanders a reproaches 
F-1 ' ourcnemics : that weare notſecking ourſelves ar 
our own ends -: but with the afhi{kance of all in £ 
[and , Who tender their own happines and ours ,' 
petition his Majeſtic the more powertully , for rec 
viog right information , and torſubmitting borh! 
difterences , andall thoſe wicked counſellors , w 
have shaken the foundations of the Kirk, State, 
the Kings Throne, unto the judgment and cenſure 
a free Parliament, by which we hope the Goſpel 
Chriſt shall be enlarged , both theKingdomes fre 
from danger , and our dread Soveraigne made mg 
preat and glorious , then any of his Predeceſlc 
which, as it is the end,ſo it is the unfeigned pra 

of us all, # - 
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